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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Atlanta-Area Leaders For A Cure Award Recipients Announced 
Award reception event features Q&A with current and former NFL players touched by cancer 

 
MILWAUKEE – The Vince Lombardi Cancer Foundation (VLCF) announces the recipients for its 2nd annual 
Leaders For A Cure award, which will be given at an event to be held in Atlanta, GA. The following 
individuals and company will be recognized on Thursday, January 31, for their dedication and 
commitment to winning the battle against cancer. 

Matt Ryan – Matt Ryan and his wife Sarah Ryan have been integral players in the fight against 
pediatric cancer in the Atlanta area. He has raised more than $1.2 million for the Aflac Cancer 
and Blood Disorders Center and was recognized by the Atlanta Falcons and the NFL as a nominee 
for the 2016 Man of the Year Award. 

Catherine Parker, MSN, RN, OCN – As unit director of the Emory Winship Cancer Institute’s largest 
infusion center, she touches the lives of more than 100 patients a day and supports the center’s 
nurses by helping them navigate job challenges and coordinating continuing education and training.  

Dr. Jason Williams, MD – As a clinician and researcher at the Williams Cancer Institute, Dr. 
Williams has conducted thousands of ablation procedures, consistently advancing the combining 
of ablation with immunotherapy and actively researching the use of immunotherapy with 
ablation to treat a majority of cancers.  

Aflac, Inc. – Partnered with Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta to establish the Aflac Cancer and 
Blood Disorders Center in 1995, which is now the largest hematology/oncology program in the 
country. Aflac and its employees have donated more than $128 million to help find a cure for 
childhood cancer, while their products provide financial protection to more than 50 million people 
worldwide. 

“We had many amazing nominations that show just how much of an impact people are making to 
advance cancer research and compassionate care,” said Benjamin R. Haas, president of the Vince 
Lombardi Cancer Foundation. “We felt that these individuals and company represent Coach Vince 
Lombardi’s spirit and commitment to the fullest in the fight against cancer.” 

During this exclusive event, the foundation will honor leaders from the Atlanta area who are making an 
impact in the fight against cancer. Along with the awards ceremony recognizing a nurse, doctor, individual 
and company for their on-going efforts, attendees will have the opportunity to listen to a Q&A with 
current and former athletes who have been touched by cancer.  

To purchase tickets, visit https://cure2019.auction-bid.org/microsite/. For more information on event 
sponsorship options or if you’re a member of the media, contact Capture Sports Marketing at  
info@capturesportsmarketing.com or (262) 696-5177.  
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About the Vince Lombardi Cancer Foundation 

Established in 1971, the foundation embodies the spirit, enthusiasm and commitment to excellence of 
Green Bay Packers Coach Vince Lombardi, who lost his own battle to cancer on September 3, 1970. In his 
honor, the foundation is committed to raising funds for advancements in cancer research and 
compassionate care. For more information about the foundation or to donate, sponsor an event or to buy 
tickets to an event, visit: lombardifoundation.org, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  
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